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By Richard Harwood
o Wasningion Post SL«L:: ‘writey
. HARTFORD, Conn. April 2—As a
missile would Ily,
5312 air miles rom the cloak room of
the TUniled Siates Scnale.
door, so 1o ipeak.
it is as remote as Alurmansk, howev-
er, from Sen. Thomas Dodd’s present
an.ungtm wibulations.
Within ¢

and that the Scnate Commiitce on
Conduct and Standards is quietly and
in its own good time exploring the
whole afiair
Image Remains Brigh

Buz bhyoaa that, Washington’s new-
est approxi imation of a political scandal
has hit Connecticut with all the impact
& cotton candy fragment, The image
the' white-maned, Roman-nosed sen-
ior Senator (“he really would look
zo0d in a toga") remains hright.

As the leaders of the Fourth Degree -

Knights of Columbus Assembly in the
Northern Disiriet of Connceticut put it
~a few days ago, Dodd is “unstained

from the malicious and slanderous ar-
ticles being published by certain news-

paper gossip columnists.”

A more common reaction came this
week from a puzzled Republican Com-
mitteeman in Westport in the heart of
exurbia: “The Dodd Case? What Dodd
case?”

This vacancy of ming is the product
m several factors, the first being that

Pearson and Connectxcut have barely &

nodding acquaintance. The two daily

and three weekly newspapers that ordi-
-marily carry his column boast a com-.

bined circulation of no more than 50,
000 among a ypopulation of nearly 3
million. And {or the Dodd columns,
Pearson’s audience has been even
smoaller (roughly 30,000) because three
of his clients have not printed them. -

t is common practice, of course, for
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Hartford is mug,'lv :

Just next ¢

the polilical community here, |
taere is a vague awarencss that col- P
umnists Drew Pearson and Jack Ander-
son have written an unflattering ver- |
sion of th\; Senator's life and times ;

“.newspapers
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PEARSON
... Connecticut calm; Wasaingten storm

to plaglarize one another
and to get onto the trail of a story
_someone eclse has dug up. But in this
affair, Connecticut's major papers have
reacted with passive caution, in part
because Pearson’s batting average is
erratic .and in part because the frail is
‘both cold and unreal.

An example is the Pearson allegation
that Dodd has Been under the in-
fluence of Julius Klein, American Iobby
ist for West German intercsts.

“That may meaa soraething in Wash-
ington,” Republican State Chairman A.
Searle Pinney observes, “but it doesn't
mean anything here. Nobody ever
heard of Julius Klein.”

Pinney, on the other hand, has taken
@ professional interest in Pearson’s oih
er principal allegation: that Dodd’s
1964 campaign finance repoxrts are full
of diserepancies. The Republican prob-
lcm Lere is that there is no way to
check up because the records have
bem destroyed by the Connecticut Sec-

retary of State in a2 routine house-
cleaning action that is permissible un-
der State law.

Arnother prodblem s that some of
Pearson’s, specific charges haven't
checked out.

Ilem: Pearson claimed in a column
‘on March 14 that Dodd had listed a
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campaign expense of $10,200 for print-

ing done by the Univewssity Press of.
Cambridge at Roxbury, Mass.: “A com-)

pany spokesman recalled that Universi-.

ty Press had «done ahsolutely no print-
ing for Dodd In 1964, Tn fact the com-
pany wrotle off as a bad debt a printing
bill Jeft over from {he Senator's 1036
campaign.”

S. M. Cowan, president of ihe print.
ing company, tells a different m;v.
Dodd did pay him $10,200 following the

11064 campaign in payment of a print-

ing debt—secured by Dodd’s personai
note—which dated back to Dodd’s los-
ing campaign for the Scnate in 19050,

I more politicians would be as Lon-
orable about their debts as Sen.
Dodd,” said Cowan, “I'd be a lot betler
off. He is outstanding as a man who
really kept his word.”

Item: Pearson reported on March 25
that Dodd’s income in 1961 includcd a
$506,050 fee from “Jimmy Hoffa's Team-
sters Union”

The evidence suggests that the. $50,-
000 was a fec carned in 1937 belore
Dodd entered the Senate and that his
client was not Hoffa, but a dissident
group of Tcamsters who had gone to
court 1o keep Hoffa oui of office.

Whatever the real facts, the Connect-
icut press and the Connecticut Repub-
lican Party have been rcluctant to get
into such uncertain waters.

Dodd is not up for reelection unfil
1970, so there is no urgency to this’
aflair, Furthermore, e has managed to
create an all-purpose political image
which the Republicans despair of punec-
turing.
Battled

““He's the only politician I ever heard
of," said one GOP leader, “who was
endorsed by Sleve Allen one day and
Clare Rootha Luce the next. He's got
the laber unions, the Catholics, the
ADA, the Italians, the Poles, We even
had Goldwater-Dodd clubs in Conneceli-
cut in 1064.” -

This is all explicable. Dodd got out of
Yale Law* School in 1933, flunked the
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state bar cxam, joined the ¥BY, and

had the good pol;»ical {fortune 1o take
pa:t in a gun bhattle at Rhmcx.mdcx
Wis,, with John Dillinger.

is.
A year later he took over the Nation-
al Youth Administration n_ Coxmcct.,l-
cut, worked up to an appointment in
the Justice Department where, as he
could later claim, he )vrosecqted the -
Ku Klux Klan in Scuth Carolina, gmd'
ook part in anLi-espionage investiga-
tions during World War II.

Afier the war, hic was a prosecutor
of Nazis at the Nuremberg trials, an
early and vocal anti-Communist, and
was ﬁnauy admitted 10 the bar through ‘
aa act of judicial disy saLLon. ) -

Thus, his DOMLALaL carcer was.
launched. In 1832 and 1954 he was the
conly Democerat in the Connecticut
‘House, delcgation. He made it to the
Senate in 1958 and is now rega irded as
.a fixture in that office.

I

Lacked by Labor

s anti-Communist crcdentials are
wuniversally acknowlcdg(-c His domestie.
liberalism earns him high marks from
ADA and the A¥L-CIO. He is top-draw-
er at the White FHouse, having been a
‘lonely Connecticut advocate of Lynaon
Jobnson for President in 1980.

Dodd went home to Hartford on the
mght ol February 26, a month a‘“‘er tln'
Pearson colurins about him began to
appear. The occasion was the Jefler-
son-Jackson Day dinner and the hall-

. room at the Statler Hilton was filled

- with 2000 party functionaries attracted
by the evening’s featured performer,
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.).

Dodd got there late and .as he
cstepped up 1o make a little speaech, the

ovation began. People started standing
up and in a moment everyone in the
Yoom was on his feet. It went on and
0.1 and by the time Dodd sat down it

vas clear he had no political problcms
wah that erowd, -
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